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Hepton  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF=  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Hohno  House, 

Hebden  Bridge. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hepton  Rural 
District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
He])ton  Rural  District  for  the  year  1940. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  ‘21,769  acres.  The  population 
was  4,587  in  1921,  and  the  estimated  civilian  population  for 
the  year  1940  was  3,857.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  belong 
to  the  farming  class,  but  the  majority  are  employed  as 
operatives  in  the  various  cotton  mills  in  the  district  and  in 
the  adjoining  Urban  District  in  the  wholesale  clothing  works 
and  the  weaving  sheds.  At  the  end  of  1940  there  were 
1,541  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  according  to  the  Rate 
Books.  The  rateable  value  is  £33,763,  and  the  sum 
)'e])resen‘ed  by  a penny  rate  is  £132  7s.  4d. 

STATISTICS;  KMPLOVMEXT,  YEAR  1940. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  given  to  me 
l)y  the  Manager  of  the  Hebden  Bridge  Employment  Ex- 
ciiange,  whose  area  is  representative  of  Hebdeai  Hoyd.  and 
also  includes  the  neighi)ouring  district  of  the  Hepton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Em])loynient  during  the  year  l‘.>4tt  showed  a marked 
iinproveniein  on  the  previous  year  in  all  months,  due  mostly 
to  the  wuu’  time  activities  in  clothing,  engineering,  textile, 
woodworking  and  building  trades. 
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Tile  slalisl  i(‘;il  count  of  the  nunihcr  of  |)ei'sons  lotalh 
un(‘in]ilov('(l  or  working-  short  tiiiic  is  taken  about  the  niiddlc 
of  each  uioulh.  In  January  the  total  Hf^ure  was  12-17  out  ol 
a total  iusui'ed  [)0|)ulal  iou  of  a|)]U’()xiniat  tdy  (),H(I(). 

d’he  hcav_\  fall  of  snow  oc.eui'rinf;-  duriii”'  tlic  wrek-end 
■J7th  January,  lt>4(),  caused  slight  ihuuage  at  certaiu  firui'' 
and  held  up  transport.  I am  unahle  to  give  actual  figures 
for  obvious  reasons,  l)ut  1 am  to  indicate  that  during  the 
following  montlis  there  was  a gradual  im])rovement  in  em- 
ployment, and  July  was  the  ht’st  month  of  the  vear. 
hkjllowiug  July  there  was  a very  slight  falling-off  nj)  to 
October.  November  saw  an  improvement  and  Decemhei- 
became  the  second  best  month. 

lt)d()  may  he  regarded  as  a iteak  year  for  employment. 
During  the  first  three  months  of  file  year  a fair  autount  ot 
labour  was  imported  frotn  ne;u’-by  towns  to  a certaiu  local 
factory,  and  the  workers  travelh'd  daily. 


W.  ID  (’OOK.  Manager. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAI.  STATISTICS. 


Total  M.  F.  rRirth-rate  per  lOOll 


I Resident  Civ 
0 [ Population  J 


Estimated 


Resident  Civilian 
Population  P,8r)2 


' Death-rate  per  lOOO 
Total  M.  F.  Estimated 


Total 


eaths  r)'2  27  27)  j Pcsident  Civilian 

I Po]nilatiou,  Id.JC) 


lave  Dirth  Hate  (England  a Wales)  1-1.0  per  lOOO  (dw  )to|). 


Still  Dirlh  Hate 


Death  Hate 


14.2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Rate  per  1COO 


Total  (live  & still)  Births 

No.  2tk  Pui’i'peral  Sepsis  0 


Deaths. 


No.  ;!().  ()iher  Puerperal  ('auses  (I 


0 

0 
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IValh  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

LegitiinaU'  'I'olal  (>.  !\Iales  0.  b'eiiiales  0. 

I llegil  iinah'  Total  0.  Males  O.  I*’einales  0. 

Death  Hate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  lOOt)  live 
births  : — 

Legitimate  0,  Illegitimate  <).  All  Infants  0, 

Death  Rate'  Infants  under  1 year  per  KKMI  live  births; — 
llngland  and  M ales — ob. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  M'hooi)ing  Cough  (all  agt's)  (I 

,,  Diarrhma  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  4 

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  13 

,,  Intfuenza  0 

,,  Dii)htheria  (all  ages)  ] 

,,  Suicide  1 

Hoad  Traffic  Accidents  2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OEFICEHS  OF  LOCAL  AU'ITIOHITY 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  is  a full-time  officer;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Hiding 
County  Council. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  the  two  District  Nurses 
attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Institution. 
These  two  Nursi-s  are  qualified  both  in  General  and  Mater- 
nity Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a small  fixed 
lee.  Arrarrgements  are  now  in  force  whereby  a Nurst'  can 
be  provided  by  the  West  Hiding  County  (’ouncil  foi'  the 
nursing  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  home,  in  the  event  of 
ihere  being  no  hos])ital  acconmiftdation  for  such  cases. 

The  Institution  receives  a subsidy  from  the  .Ministry  of 
Health  towarrls  the  cost  of  running  (h(‘  .Maternity  service. 
It  has  no  connection  with  the  Local  Authority  . Miduivis: 
The  two  Disti-ict  Nurses  referred  to  are  the  otdy  praidising 
midwives  in  the  area. 
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The  local  authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practising 
midwives. 

There  was  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  year. 


I.  A P.  OR  A TOPi  Y FACTLTTIE  S . 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
3ut  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Auto- 
genous vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local 
uualical  men  requiring  siame. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  your  Council  free 
of  charge  to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  it. 


HOSPITALS. 


There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  District,  but  those 
available  for  use  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are  as 
follows:  — 


M.  F.  Beds. 

Oeneral  Medical  J ROYAL  HALIf  AX 

Oeneral  Surgical  INFIRMARY  97  70 


I 'hildren 
Maternity 
Venereal  Diseases 
Orlhopwdic 

Far,  Nose  and  Throat 


T J 

^ J 

,,  Included  in  above  figures. 

J y y y 

J ’ M 


The  HALIFAX  OFNERAL  HOSPITAL,  which  is  .-i 
.Municipal  IIos])ital  having  dOn  beds,  and  is  full\  equipped 
in  all  departments.  It  takes  ]ia1ient<  from  the  ai'ea  origin- 
all\  hounded  by  the  Halifax  Poor  Law  Union  (population 
.ai)proximately  I9(»,(I(K)).  Th('  Count  \ ('onneil  has  a call  on 
'20%  of, the  beds. 


Tuberculosis  ...The  Sanatoria  under  the  administration  of 
the  West  Hiding  (.’ounty  ('oiincil. 

Chronic  Sick...STANSFlFLD  VIFW  HOSPITAL.  HI  Mai. 
Beds  and  HI  Female  Beds. 

Mental Under  ('oimtv  Cotmcil  Administration. 

Mental  Deficiency — Cuder  County  I'ouncil  .Administration. 

Huerper.al  fi’ever  and  Pyrexia  . Halifax  Oeneral  llospittib 

Hoval  Halifax  lufirmarw 

(tphthalmia  Neonaloiann ...  Ditto,  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council. 

I’evers  I’lFLDFN  llOSPi'I’AL,  'I’odmorden. 

Smallir,x..,SOCHH.\Ll.  HOSIM'l’AH.  Todnuwdeii.  H-l  Beds 


/ 
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'I’lu'  llospitjil  is  being  used  dui-iiig  W'iir  'I'iiiie  lor  the  (real- 
nieiit  of  minor  Skin  Diseases,  l)u(  in  (lie  eveni  of  any 
Smallpox  cases  occurring,  then  it  would  al  once  be  used 
for  these  cases  only. 

'I’he  Fielden  and  Sourhall  tlospitals  are  managed  respec- 
tively by  the  .Joint  Hospital  ('onmdtte(‘s.  and  He])t on 
bural  District  ('ouncil  is  one  of  the  local  authorities  of  each 
t’ornmittee,  the  tinances  of  the  Committee  being  met  hy 
precept. 

Institutional  provision  is  provided  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children,  at  the 
I'nion  Hospital  ( Stansfield  View,  Todmorden),  and  the 
Heneral  Hospital.  Halifax. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  yonr  area. 

The  in\  estigalion  of  maternal  deaths,  and  cases  of  puer- 
peral fever  cr  puerperal  pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  eases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from 
the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases  are 

removed  by  an  ambulance  jointly  owned  by  the  Hepton 
Rural  Council  and  Hebden  Royd  Urban  Council.  Both 
these  ambulances  are  of  the  modern  motor  type,  and  with 
I’egard  to  the  Accident  Ambulance,  patients  are  called -upon 
to  ])ay  a nominal  amount  on  each  occasion  w’hen  the  same 
is  used.  The  .Vmbulance  services  in  this  area  are  quite 
adequate.  Subscribers  to  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  OCc 
hiive  free  use  of  the  Couneirs  Amhulance. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

There  is  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  estab 
lished  in  Hebden  Bridge.  A Clinic  for  mothers  and 
babies  is  held  once  weekly.  Tinder  the  supervision  of  a 
lady  doctor  and  two  nurses.  The  attendances  at  this  Clinic 
have  increased  considerably  in  recent  years. 

An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  *bi-monthh  and  is  being 
well  attended.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor. 

.ind  is  held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month 
.il  l-.3()  p.m. 

ScluKil  Clinics  ai'e  held  twici  werkly,  Monday  and 
l‘’riday,  9 a.m.  to  II  a.m.,  at  this  ('('litre,  and  are  attended 
by  the  Health  Nurse. 
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'I’uhci'culosis  Dispensaries  are  lield  weekly  at  botli 
'Podiiiorden  and  Sowerhy  Bridge.  The  distance  to  eithc'r  of 
these  Disjiensaries  is  about  four  miles  froiti  most  i)arts  of 
this  area. 

'Pile  nearest  ti'eatment  centre  for  veneia'al  diseases  is 
at  the  Itoyal  llahfax  rntirmary.  some  eiglit  )iiiles  away. 

'Pile  (’linics  I'efei'red  to  are  under  tht'  control  of  the 
Wi'st  Piiding  Couiitv  ('ouncil. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 

First  Aid  Posts. — 'Phe  Ministry  of  Health  decided  that 
there  should  he  <ine  First  Aid  Post  and  one  Mobile  Unit 
(first  aid)  in  your  area: — The  First  Aid  Post  is  in  the  base- 
ment of  IIo))e  Baptist  School,  and  is  fully  manned  and 
I'qiiipped. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. — 'Phe  following  figuri'S  des- 
cribe the  stage  of  develo])ment  reached  in  the  organisation 
of  the  various  casualty  services  in  the  condiined  districts  of 
the  Ilebden  lioyd  and  Hepton  Piural  areas  during  IhdO: — 

Personnel:  Volunteers  trained  in  First  Aid  and  Anti- 
( !as  : — ' 

First  Aid  Post — Men  18,  Women  'i.'). 

Fh'rst  Aid  Pai'ties — Men  H:2,  V.'omen  (>. 

Mobile  Unit — Men  1,  Women  b. 

Ambulance  1 )i’i\ers — 1 full-time  Man. 

Voluntarx — Men  1(1  (part-time),  Women  .’>  (pai’t-time) 

Ambulance  Attendants — Wonn  n K). 


FVACUATK'fX. 

During  the  last  (piarter  of  the  yeai'  a lai'ge  amount  of 
woi’k  and  extra  time  were  iinolved  in  connection  with  the 
rec'■ptiou  into  the  district  of  numerous  evacuees,  wdu)  came 
both  pi'ivatel}  and  in  (sauu'ction  with  the  (iovernment  s 
ollieial  scheme.  On  October  ‘i-fth  some  7d  mothers  and 
childtx'ii  from  Bondon  wAre  received  into  the  district  and 
billeted  ill  private  houses.  On  the  ITth  Xovember  a further 
hatch  of  lOl  London  mothei's  and  children  arrived,  and 
although  it  was  possible  to  put  a few  of  the  larger  families 
into  laapiisit  ioned  houses,  the  majority  were  again  billeted 
on  priv  ate  householders.  ( )n  the  whole  the  evacuees  were 
V erv  vvaiaulv  receivaal,  and  at  the  end  ol  the  year  most  ol 
them  waa-e  still  in  the  district.  Within  a few  weeks  of  the 
arrival  of  the  first  batch  the  local  W.V.S.  i‘slablished  a 
-pecial  (Mull  at  Hejitonstall,  and  this  vv  .as  w ell  patronised. 
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'I'ln'V  also  aiTaiii^t'd  a tea  and  socdal  at  llte  f)|)('nin<^  of  the 
Chd)  and  a special  parly  I'oi’  evacuees  jind  ihe  children  of 
iheir  hosts  at  (’hristinas.  'The  healih  and  condition  of  tlu'se 
evacuees  was  on  ihe  whole  e(K)d.  Ihoneh  many  of  tlu'  child- 
ren had  septic  spots  and  seemed  nnder-nonrished . 'I’licy 
were  comparatively  free  from  Scahic's  and  Impetigo, 

Hostels. — When  notice  was  reeeiveal  about  the  middle 
of  October  that  it  was  anticipated  that  evacnees  wonld  he 
sent  to  tlu‘  district,  work  at  the  sick  hay  at  ]^)nrnside  was 
immediately  ])nt  in  hand,  and  the'  hostel  w'as  opened,  staffed 
and  ready  to  receix'e  patients  <ai  the  ’28rd  October,  1940. 
The  local  Sunday  Schools  assisted  in  loaning  various  items 
of  tajnipnient  until  jiroper  sn])plies  were  received  from  the 
.Ministry  of  Health.  Tlu*  sick  hay  was  not  nsed  very  mneh 
(hiring  1940,  there  being  only  10  ])atients  admitted,  hnt 
sinc(‘  that  time  it  has  jn-oved  to  be  of  the  greatest  possibh' 
assistance.  In  co-operation  with  the  adjoining  authorities 
of  Ilehden  Pmvd.  Sowerby  Ifridge  and  Idipponden  the 
following  hostels  have  been  established  ; — 

Burnside,  Wadsworth — Minor  Ailments  and  Enuresis 
(Ilepton  Knral  District  (’onncil). 

Heath  Ilonse. — Difficult  Children  (Hebden  Royd 
tb’ban  District  Council). 

Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge. — Skin  Diseases,  Im- 
petigo and  Scabies  (Sowerby  Bridge  U.D.  Council). 

Drivers  of  cars  for  sitting  casualties — 10  (Men,  o M'omen 
'First  Aid  Party  Cars — Men  0,  Women  2. 


Sanitary  Staff, 

What  is  the  present  annnal  salary  of  the  iM.O.H.'’ — .€nS. 
Xanie  of  Sanitar\  Insjiector — Harold  Wilkinson. 

Annnal  salary  as  Sanitary  Ins])ectoi‘ — 120(). 

Other  a])])ointments  held — Sanitary  Surveyor. 

Salary  for  such  other  ap]K)intments — .£b0. 

.\ny  Assistants? — No. 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  cojiics  of  Memos,  and  ('irenlars  dis- 
tributed by  Ministry  of  Health'.’ — Yes. 
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PREVATiEKCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFEC- 
TIOUS AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

IntiiK'iiza  was  prevalent  (Inriny  the  first  (piartca-  of  the 
year,  hut  no  deaths  were  reported  from  this  (lisease  duriny 
that  period.  Measles  was  prexalent  throuyhout  the  district 
ti'om  March  to  Auyust,  y>.~)  cases  occurriny  diiriny  that 
period.  No  local  ;iction  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
measles  serum  for  piajphylaxis  or  alt.amat ion.  Seven  of 
the  ten  eases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  duriny  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  two  in  Ileptonstall  and  five  in  Old  Town. 
I’ollowiny  a latal  ease  of  diphthei'ia  occui'riny  amonyst  tlu' 
Jj{)ndon  exaeiiees  recently  arrived  in  the  district,  special 
immunisation  clinics  were  held  at  lle]7tonstall  School,  and 
all  the  evacuee  children  who  had  not  been  previouslx 
inoculated  against  diphtheria  were  immunised.  None  of 
the  three  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  duriny  the  year 
had  been  previously  immunised  against  diphtheria 
Special  Clinics  were  held  in  the  heyinniny  of  the  year 
for  the  inoculation  of  school  children  against  diphtheria. 
Pre-school  and  school  children  can  he  immunised  against 
diphtheria  free  of  charge  by  their  own  doctors  or  at  the 
Clinics  held  locally.  The  “ Wellcome  ” Diphtheria  Prophy- 
lactic T.A.F.  is  used  for  immunisation,  and  three  injections 
are  given  at  weekly  intervals.  The  results  so  far  as  I can 
ascertain  have  been  excellent. 

I do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made. 

There  were  no  cases  of  anthrax,  psittacosis,  undulant 
fever,  glandular  fever  or  epidetruc  jaundice. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURINO 


THE  YEAH  1940. 


Disease. 


Smallpox 


Total  Cases 
cases  admitted  Total 
notified.  To  hospital.  Deaths 

. 0 ...  O ...  0 


Scarlet  P’ever 


10  ...  10 


0 


Diphtheria  -I  ■ d 

Enteric  Fever  (including  I'aratyphoid ) 0 ...  O 

Ihierperal  Fexer  0 ...  O 

Ihierficral  Pyrexia  O ...  0 

Piiriimonia  1 . O 

Erysi|)elas  0 ...  O 

\\  hooping  ( 'oiigh  4 ...  O 

Mcash's  ^ dH  ...  O 


I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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PREVENTION  OF  BfJNDNESS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  tlie  Pnl)lic 
ii.aith  Act,  lyyo. 


OPHTHAI.MIA  NEONATORUM. 
Nf)  Cases. 


— 11  — 

TrBERCUI.OSIS, 


Xew  Cases  and  Morlalilv  diivine:  1940: — 


New  Cases. 


I )ea  t hs. 


Periods. 

rulmoiiHry.  j 

Non- 

Piilnion;ir\  . 

Pulnuinni  y. 

Non- 

Piilimniiiry. 

M F 

M 

I' 

.M 

F 

M F 

0 

1 

1 

. . i 

i) 

10  

15 

20 

25 

35 

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 

r.. 

... 

1 





. . 1 

1 . 

Totals 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 0 

'I’liere  wei'o  '2  d(>aths  fnau  Tiihercidosis  during  the 
Near.  i>ne  of  these  eases  not  havin"'  been  previously  notified. 

PUBLIC  tIRALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS.  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Regnlations. 


PT'BLIC  IIEALTH  ACT,  PtSG,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  lias  been  found  necessary  to  be  taken  nntler 
lids  Seetinn  during  1940. 


1 Inive  the  hononr.  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Mf'tlical  Otheer  of  Ilealll' 
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Hepton  Rural  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  RLPOR  I'  OF  THL 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tlie  Ilepton 
liural  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Mend.)ers, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Deport  as  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor to  the  He])ton  Piural  District  ('ouncil,  in  which  you  will 
find  a brief  review  of  the  \\ork  of  this  department  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  area  for  the  year  1940. 

Due  to  Mr.  Smith  joining  His  Majesty’s  Forces  in  April 
and  my  consequent  appointment  in  August,  the  Council 
were  without  the  services  of  an  Inspector  for  a period  of 
five  months. 

Work  was  just  being  brought  up  to  date  when  the  first 
hatch  of  evacuees  were  received  into  the  district,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  end  of  the  year  a large  amount  of  work, 
both  during  the  day  and  evenings,  arose  out  of  evacuation 
matters. 

Sanitation  and  water  supplies  in  the  greater  portion  of 
the  district  are  not  satisfactory,  and  it  is  a great  pity  that 
the  war  held  up  the  proposed  schemes  in  some  parts  of  the 
disti'ict. 

I wcnild  like,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thaiddng  the 
Chairman  and  Memhiu’s  for  tin'  help  and  assistance  given 
111  llu'  carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Cientlernen,  * 

Your  obedient  st'rvant. 


HAROLD  WILKINSON,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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WATKR  SUPPLIKS. 

(a)  Council's  Water  Supply. 

Sonu'  884  houses  in  ilie  village  of  Ilc'])(oiistall  are 
snr\t‘(l  by  tho  (’omunl's  water  supply.  Water  is  purchased 
in  bulk  after  it  has  bt'cn  treated  by  the  ij-lalifax  Corporation 
:it  tile  llolliu  Hail  Ciltei'  iteds,  and  is  pnniped  thronpdi  a 
t)in.  cast  iron  main  to  the  Council  s concrete  re-serv(dr, 
wbicli  lias  a capacity  of  I'JO.OOO  o-allons,  situated  at  Crown 
Point.  Samples  taken  for  baeti'riolo^ical  examination  at 
tile  West  Kidiiif’'  Comity  Laboratory  show  that  this  tilteri'd 
water  was  of  a “ highly  satisfactory  " (]uality  according  to 
the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the 
revised  edition  of  the  memo  on  the  “ Hacteriological  Exam- 
ination of  Water  Supplic's  ’’  issued  in  January,  1939. 

Some  oO  houses  in  tin'  Edgeln‘\  Creeii  and  Colden  dis- 
tricts are  supjilied  by  the  Council  with  water  which  is 
jnnnjied  from  a deep  well  by  means  of  an  electric  pump,  Ci 
a •J.oOO  gallon  cast  iron  tank.  On  examination  this  water 
was  shown  to  be  of  a “ highly  satisfactory  ” quality. 

Some  40  houses  bordering  on  the  neighhouring  Urban 
District  of  Hebden  Eoyd  are  sup|dicd  with  water  by  that 
Authority.  This  water  is  obtained  from  the  same  source  as 
the  Heptonstall  village  supjily. 

(b)  Private  Water  Supplies. 

The  remaining  houses  in  the  district  mainly  derive 
their  water  from  springs  or  open  wells.  Owing  to  the 
scattered  and  hilly  nature  of  the  district  some  of  these 
houses  must  always  depend  on  such  sources  for  their 
sujiplies.  Complaints  are  being  constantly  received  about 
a number  of  private  supplies  in  the  district  both  as  regard 
to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water.  Wherever  possibh' 
steps  are  taken  to  remedy  the  conqilaints,  but  it  should  bi’ 
realised  that  it  is  not  jxissible  to  close  the  water  siqiplx 
without  providing  some  suitable  alt"rnative. 

survey  of  the  more  populated  portion  of  the  Parish 
of  Wadsworth  was  made  in  198t),  and  a scheme  for  building 
a small  reservoir  and  pumping  the  watei'  from  tie  llolliu 
Hall  Filter  Ueds  was  prc'pared.  but  no  fnrtlu'r  jirogress  bas 
lieen  made  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  district  that 
tliis  scheme  be  proceeded  with  at  the  \ery  earliest  opjioi- 
t unity. 

The  pri\ate  water  supplies  in  the  Charlestown  district 
are  for  the  most  part  of  doubtful  and  souK'tinies  dangerous 
in  character. 
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WA'I’Kli  SAMIM.KS, 


Sal  isl'iietory  riisali'^f'a(‘l<)r\ 

( ’liciiiical  Kxaiuinalioii  I Xoiic 

l-5act criolofiical  Examination  ...  .‘t  II 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

W illi  liiu  exception  of  outlying'  farms  and  places  serviil 
with  inadecpiate  roads,  pracdicallv  llie  whole  of  thc'  disiriel 
comes  under  the  scavenging  area  of  the  Council.  Jiolh  a 
collection  of  houscdiold  refuse;  and  nightsoil  i.-.  collected  h\ 
tmaaiis  of  a canaer  hantam  loi-ry.  A special  laid<  is  fixed  on 
the  waggon  for  the  collection  of  nighlsoii  ou  two  daw-  per 
week.  Oil  the  remaining  'J.f  days  a regedar  collection  of 
household  refuse  is  imdertakem,  aud  ou  the  reuiaiuing  half- 
day ashpits  are  cleansed  on  a two  month  rota.  Jju.iug  the 
year  it  was  possible  to  extend  the  scavenging  area  in  some 
jiarts  of  the  district,  hut  there  is  still  too  much  time  spent 
in  the  collection  of  nightsoil,  especiall}  in  the  village  of 
1 Ie])lonstali,  where  an  adespiate  water  supply  and  a saCs- 
factory  system  of  sewage  disposal  ai'e  in  operation.  During 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  a salvage  schi'iue  was  inaugti- 
rated,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  goods  to  the  vahu'  of 
klOO  had  been  recovered  and  sold. 

The  Council  has  three  tips  in  each  of  the  tliree  iargiw 
Parishes,  and  all  are  run  on  controlled  hues.  There  ha\'e 
been  no  complaints  of  any  nuisances  arising  from  them. 
The  cost  of  refuse  disnosal  during  th(>  \ear  was  I’KiTh  (>s.  4d. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

d’here  are  at  the  jiresent  time  a))proximately  ‘iOlt  houses 
connected  to  the  sewer  in  the  village  of  lleptonst all . The 
--ewage;  is  treated  at  the  Kingdom  l'’ield  Sewage  Works.  In 
ttu‘  Charlestown  and  Keighley  Pmad  districts  a|>p’.'oximatel\ 
'JH'J  houses  are  conneett'd  with  tlu‘  st'W  er  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Urban  District  of  llebdeu  Ifoyd.  Early  in  the  yeai' 
complaints  were  received  li'om  the  West  Hiding  Ki'Cer- 
Hoard  Inspector  concei'uing  flu‘  td'lhieni  from  the  re-opened 
factorv  at  .\cre  Mill,  Whidswoi'th.  'The  (juestion  of  laying 
a sewer  was  considered,  and  in  (tetober  a (lin.  sewei' 
.approximat(d\'  yards  in  length  connecting  these  premises 
with  the;  Council's  sewer  at  Hirst  Koyd  was  com])leted  at 
.a  cost  of  bPddl  K's.  ()d.  Tim  owners  of  the  factea'v  con- 
trihuted  half  towards  ilu'  i-osi  ol  this  installation.  1 his 
■-eWer  will  form  part  of  the  scheiiU'  toi'  the  Parish  ol  Wads- 
worth. .\  fidl  scheme  has  been  pi'ei)ared.  but  no  progress- 
other  than  tlu'  above  h:is  been  made  since  tlu’  begiimiiig 
of  thc  W'ar. 
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CLOSI'.I  ACCOMMODATION. 


No.  of  privies  with  ojien  iniildeiis  H 

No.  of  privies  wit.h  closed ’middens  nl) 

No.  of  pi'ivies  ri'constructed  None 

No.  of  pail  or  tul>  closcds  dU7 

No.  of  waste  walca'  clos('ts  H 

No.  of  w.iler  closets  thSt) 

No.  of  additional  w.c.'s  ])rovidi'd  foi-  old  houses  ...  Id 

N<n  (if  additional  w.c.’s  ))rovided  for  new  houses  ...  (I 


'rhe  Council  nnd\e  a p'raut  of  L'd  towards  the  cost  of 
caclt  conversion  to  tlie  water  carriage  system,  hut  there  are 
still  far  too  many  iiail  closets  in  the  villagt'  of  1 le]itonstall. 
where  a water  supply  and  sewer  is  readily  available.  It  is 
I'ccomniended  that  in  suclt  a case  a notice  he  served  under 
the  Pidilic  Health  Act,  lUHt),  requiring  the  conversion  i)t 
such  iiail  closets  to  the  water  cato'ia.ge  system. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
smoke  nuisances. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  ;d)ov('  Act  diu'ing  the 
yeai'. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

The  Council  have  made  no  Bye-laws  witli  regard  to  the 
above,  tliere  being  three  actually  registered  iu  the  district. 
During  the  latter  half  <jf  the  year  and  since  tlnat  time  there 
has  been  :i  tendency  to  use  these  phtces,  which  were  origin- 
ally intended  only  for  holidav  and  week'-eiid  residence  as  ;i 
nujre  jiermanent  home  i)y  (W.acuees  and  other  peo|)le  com- 
ing into  the  district.  Tlu'se  premises  are  not  suitable  fo^ 
|)ermanenl  occupation,  and  wliercver  possibh*  steps  wji-r 
taken  to  |)revenl  this,  hut  owing  to  th<'  serients  shortage  of 
house  accotumodat ioit  success  was  not  achi<\’ed  iu  ever\ 
case. 


BYENLAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  May  l'.•■2(S. 

New  Stores  and  Buildings,  Augitst.  Ihdtt. 


[MORTUARIES. 
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111  c<.)-u[)('i-al  ion  witu  I he  llehheti  Moyd  Urban  Divtrid 
Loiiiicil  a 1 1 lorl  11  :ii'y  with  posl -iiiorlcin  aeccininotlalioii  is 
■slablislied  al  LowiT  Holme,  llebdeii  lU’iilj^e.  A sjiecdal 
.V.H.P.  Mortuary  tor  coii(;uiiiiial cd  eorpses  has  been  estali- 
lished  at  \ alley  l!oad,  llebden  Hridge. 

MOUSING. 

Owing  to  tlie  v\ar  the  Coiineil  s shun  (dearance  pro- 
grainine  has  had  to  be  alauiduned.  Some  seveiitv  houses 
[|ealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  liave  been  vacated,  but 
where  denudition  work  had  not  been  started  at  the  outbreiik 
ol  the  war  this  was  held  uji  on  jiccount  of  instructions 
I'Lceived  from  the  Ministry  ol  Health.  ft  will,  however, 
be  very  difficult  in  most  cases  to  bring  them  up  to  a 
standard  at  all  fit  for  human  habitation  should  the  need 
• iiise.  The  one  case  of  overcrowding  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  has  been  abtited.  A number  of  new  cases  have 
[iriscii  due  to  Ihe  large  intlux  of  poinilation  into  the  district. 
Some  of  these  have  been  abated,  but  it  is  quite  jxissible 
that  there  are  numbers  of  others  which  have  not  been 
brought  to  light.  The  whole  of  the  ;ivailable  housing 
accommodation  in  the  district  is  now  in  use  and  the  short- 
;ige  is  becoming  very  acute.  Housing  conditions  in  the 
district  generally  are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  when  con- 
ditions permit  these  very  serious  problems  will  have  to  be 
faced. 

Housing  Estate. 

Fifty-six  bouses  on  the  (’ounciFs  Housing  Instate  at 
West  Laitlie,  Heptonstall,  have  now  been  completed,  and 
ihe  tenants  re-housed.  Inspections  are  made  at  frequent 
intervjils  and  :dl  the  houses  were  found  to  be  clean  and 
well  kept. 

Owing  to  the  very  exposed  nature  of  the  site,  which  is 
on  the  crest  of  a hill  some  9d()  feet  above  sea  level,  trouble 
h.as  been  experienced  from  weatlier  penetration. 

FOOD. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supplk  . — Xo  samples  were  taken  by  the  Uonncil 
luring  the  yeiU'  nor  was  lliere  any  e\’idence  of  ;m  outbreak 
of  disejise  due  to  the  consumption  of  milk. 

No.  of  ('owke('pers — KlS.  No,  lU'gist ei’cal — 101. 

No.  of  ('owsheds — ld().  Xo.  of  .Milk  t'ows — 987. 
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No.  of  Cowsheds  ius])ectod — (id. 

No.  <d’  Cowshed  inspections — 69. 

No.  of  \\  hoh'sale  d'radei's — 66. 

Xo.  of  Retail  'Traders — (>8. 

Xo.  Removed  from  the  Re^dster — Xil. 

During  tlie  year  there  lias  been  a change-over  by  iminy 
of  the  hill  farmers  from  butter  and  cri'am  production  and 
stock  rearing  to  milk  production,  on  account  of  the  un- 
remunerative  nature  of  these  trades  at  the  present  time. 
'The  ])remises  were  in  all  cases  rtupiired  to  be  lirought  to  a 
satisfactory  standard,  and  twelve  new  flairies  have  been 
provided.  Cowsheds  and  methods  of  productkin  in  the 
district  are  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  there  is  still  much 
to  be  desired  in  certain  cases.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note 
the  increase  in  the  register  of  accredited  producers,  and  it 
is  ho])ed  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  every  pro- 
fliicer  will  have  qualified  for  this  standard. 


MILK. 


(Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 


Pioduction  of  Milk. 
Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

Accredited  

Pasteurised  Plants... 


Samples  of  Designated  Milks 
examined  bacteriologically. 

Number  of 
Licences 

in  force  in  No.  No. 

tile  area.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

•2  4 1 

5 7 3 

0 0 0 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

'There  are  one  registered  and  two  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district,  but  owing  to  the  war  the  legislated 
number  of  these  are  not  used  at  the  present  time.  Undei’ 
the  centralised  slaughterhouse  scheme  the  (iovernmeiit  has 
established  a slaughterhouse  at  Fairfield,  Idebdeii  Fridge, 
and  this  serves  the  Rural  District  along  with  the  Urban 
District  of  the  llebden  Royd  and  the  Borough  of  'Todnioi - 
den.  'The  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  these  ihree  aulhorities 
co-ojierate  in  the  meat  inspection  at  this  slaughtc-rhouse  and 
so  ensure  that  all  meat  sold  in  the  district  has  been  in- 
spected. From  the  public  bealth  ])oint  of  view  the  system 
has  been  a great  im|)rovement,  as  it  is  possible  to  secui'e 
100%  inspection.  Details  of  the  meat  dealt  with  and  con- 
demned will  be  given  in  the  llebden  Royd’s  Jns])ector's 
re])ort,  in  whose  area  the  slaughterhouse  is  situated.  'There 
is  no  scdieuK'  in  force  in  the-  district  for  meat  marketing. 
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OTHKR  FOODS. 

'1  here'  are  six  laikehouses,  none  of  wliicli  are  inuler- 
aroniul,  in  the  clisti'iel.  Dnrin"  tlic  year  six  inspections 
were  made. 

Six  premises  have  been  I’egistered  for  the  production  of 
cooked  meats,  etc.  Samples  under  the  Foofl  and  Jdrngs 
.\ct,  Ih88,  were  talven  hy  the  West  Hiding  County  Council. 


